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Wednesday; Dec. 17, 2008 - Pike County Journal-Reporter -

Teen Chaﬁgnge replies to R. Dunn

Dear Editor:

It was brought to our atten-
tion Rhoda Dunn has again at-
tempted to give the county in-

correct information. Teen Chal- -

lenge wants the truth known.
Teen Challenge Prayer
Mountain Boys Academy isn’t
a multimillion dollar business.
We're a residential miristry
providip, education

hope to teen boys andiﬁmr
families.

We sought legal action against
Pike County for our right to
use our property to help teens
and families. Both sides, Pike

and Teen Challenge, agreed to

and

allow Pike to reconsider our
application. We don’t desire to

 cost Pike any more in legal
costs or damages, That’s why
we're giving Pike an opportu-
nity to reconsider our applica-
. tion through the local govern-
ment process.

We're in an outdated, rented:

facility in anﬁn which isn’t

their families. .

We must continue to reach
boys like Nick, one of our stu-
dents. Twelve months ago, he
dealt with- depression and la
of hope after witnessing the

[

Letters

- from page 4A

through Jesus Christ, can per-
form the miracle of seeing a
life transformed.

' Because we're 2 ministry, we
have tax exempt 501¢3 status.
Due to tax laws, we wouldn’t be
required to pay property taxes.
Our taxes would amount to
about $2,700 ge;year. Our. rax

pus.

add spendmg dollars in Pike on
food, gas and other items, creat-
ing revenue in the community,
The economic benefit far out-
weighs property taxes. As we're
able, we'd like to invest in the
community by offering our~
selves and resources in doing
our part to be a good neighbor.

We believe all of us -must
reach our youth and hurting
families that call us every day
for help. If we all don’t help,
who will? Our prayer is every-
one will understand and seek
the real facts of Teen Chal-
lenge, especially concerning
‘the Prayer Mountain ministry.

We'te everyday people try-
ing to help families with real
challenges. Our students don’t

Jeréiand " fuii e o

3o
sage .are we sending? Show
our youth they matter. Voice
the truth to commissioners,
For teen boys and their families,
Rev. Greg Keylon,
- Executive Director,
_*  Teen Challenge
Prayer Mountain Boys
Academy

testoration for teen boys and

opportunity, wfx Tdnd mes- |

death of his mom from lm;g
cancer. Nick tried to hide the
pain with drugs and alcohol,
Nick accepted Ged into his
life and is set to complete his
education and our program in
a couple of months. Nick’s re-
lationship with his father is bet-
ter than ever because of God
and Teen Challenge Prayer
Mounta.m Bgy.s Academy
ammped

pnt God first as the answer to

healing. We're not a state facil-
ity. For 50 years, Teen Chal-
lenge has put God first, help-

“ing paople overcome life-con-

lling issues. Only God,
See Letters, page 5A
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- Pike County Journal-Reporter - Wednésday, Dec. 24, 2008

Teen Challenge vote is in January

By Tamra Jarrett

Teen Challenge will seek
approval from the county com-
mission Jan. 27 for a special
Exception to transform a for-
mer church and its grounds
into a Teen Challenge fac111ty
for troubled boys.

A previous application was
filed by Edward Neal Gray,
who bought property that once
served as the Church at Grace
Hill on Highway 19 South to
give to Teen Challenge for its
Prayer Mountain Boys Acade-

my. Commxssxoners demed the

request July 12, 200
. Commissioner ”mmmy Pow-
ers, who made the mononf,
cited three reasons: the pro-
posed center would be detri-
mental to the use and develop-
ment of adjacent properties;
based on the outcry of the pub-
lic, it would adversely affect
the health, safety and welfare
of adjoining residents; and it
would constitute a' nuisance
and hazard as a result of the
type of activities and facility
proposed for housing and train-
ing drug addicts and other trou-
bled or delinquent individuals.

An appeal and complaint for’

declaratory judgment against

Pike and commissioners was

filed by Gray in superior court
" July 21, 2006. A companion
suu was ﬁlcd in district court.

gav

property 1o Teen Challenge
about a year and a half ago.

The complamt remains filed
in district court but the plain-
tiff is now Teen Challenge.
Rev. Greg Keylon, executive
director of Prayer Mountain
Boys Academy, said use of the
Pike facility and legal action
are on hold pending the com-
mission’s decision in January.

Prayer Mountain Boys Aca-
demy has been in existence near-
ly two years. It operates from a
60 year old Griffin church camp
in need of improvement. Keylon
said Teen Challenge would ra-

he  into Teen Challen

ther save the money to use at the
Pike location.

To make the case for the spe-
cial exception when first pre-
sented in 2006, Teen Challenge
associates held three public

~meetings. Attendance was light

but they submitted to commis-
sioners a petition with more
than 400 names of people in
support of the Pike location.

A number of Pike residents

- County commission

meeting
dJan. 27
6:30 p.m.
Meeting room in
annex

who live near the proposed
facility also held meetings and

-voiced their opposition to-

commissioners.

“T wish people had done
their homework,” Keylon said.
“Often people’s opinions are
perceived as truth. My biggest
concern is people know the
truth. We’re here to help teen-
age boys”. . -

Teen Challenge facilities in
other cities serve glrls, women
and men.

 Prayer Mountain Boys Aca- -
‘demy has had 12 graduates.

Keylon:said all are doing well.
Some attend school where they

ge are mit
criminals, Two of those enrolled
were facing drug charges and
none committed any violent or
sexually deviant act. They are

referred to another Teen Chal-

lenge location, he said.
In lieu of sentencing, some
boys come to Teen Challenge.

Most are there because their

parents called seeking help for
their sons. In a letter to the-edi-

“tor in last week’s Journal-

Reporter, Keylon told of one
student who turned to drugs
and alcohol after witnessing

his mother’s death a year ago

from lung cancer.

L get away: from bad mﬂ nces..

That boy is now a success
story who accepted God into
his life and has a better rela-
tionship with his father be-
cause of Teen Challenge. He
will graduate from the pro-

- gram in a couple of months.

Keylon said it has been mis-
stated in previous reports that
Prayer Mountain Academy
would not accept boys from
Pike. It would be better if they
went to another facility be-
cause’ proximity to home can
make it difficult for them to

acccpt a boy from Pike. :
‘The academy has document-
ed 150 calls for help since July!
2008. To be considered, a boy
and his family must undergo
an application process.
The monthly fee for Prayer

_ Mountain Academy is $2,450

but the average cost for parents
is usually $1,500 with scholar-
ships. Once accepted, Teen
Challenge requires a minimum
of 15 months of participation. ~

“Usually at that point, they

- graduate,” Keylon said. “Some

students stay longer to get a
diploma from our academy.”
The academy uses a com-
puter curriculum, Switched on
School House, and graduates
are college eligible upon com-
pletion. '
;;Scylm said Teen Challenge
- world-

’(

mde and-he is not aware of a
single negative incident in any
community in which it is loca-
ted. There has been no trouble
in Griffin while Teen Challenge
has been there.

“Through our resources and
staff, we want to help the com-
munity,” he said. “We ask the
county to please reconsider the
application. We don’t want to
cost the county damage or
legal fees.” S

For information or to visit
the current campus, call Key-
lon at 770-567-8180.



























