
A Sermon on Bill of Rights 
Sermon by Rev. Minister Angela Smith of COPE for July 3rd, 2022 (and beyond) 
 
Below are listed the first ten amendments to the US Constitution often referenced as the 
Bill of Rights.  Independence Day/July 4th is both a national holiday in the USA and also 
an official COPE Ministries recognized holiday (see 
https://www.cope.church/holidays.pdf ).  The French and American Revolutionaries were 
inspired in large part by John Wycliffe, the Lollard Movement, and other pre-
protestant/protestant movements throughout Europe and the Americas.  As many of you 
know, Priest and Oxford Professor John Wycliffe is a postmortem co-founder of COPE 
Ministries along with his associate Priest John Ball and friend Wat Tyler. 
 
This is a meditative sermon and I ask you to remember that the following rights apply to 
you and everyone else equally in the USA emancipated as a matter of law: 
 
“Amendment I 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. 
 
Amendment II 
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 
 
Amendment III 
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the 
Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 
 
Amendment IV 
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
 
Amendment V 
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval 
forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall 
any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived 
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation. 
 
Amendment VI 



In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be 
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have 
the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 
 
Amendment VII 
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-
examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common 
law. 
 
Amendment VIII 
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted. 
 
Amendment IX 
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people. 
 
Amendment X 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.” 
 
Source: https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript   
 
Meditative Questions: 
 
Amendment I: Do you understand that the proper place to petition for redress of 
grievances is the justice/court system and/or following proper protocols for filing 
complaints with the correct law enforcement bodies to handle specific claims?  Do you 
understand everyone has equal rights and that includes the right to hold minority views? 
 
Amendment II: Do you believe the right to bear arms should be stripped from everyone 
and not just those convicted of violent felonies? 
 
Amendment III: Are you glad you can’t be forced to provide emergency housing to 
people in need and that you are free to be charitable, volunteer, or pay taxes to fund 
housing for government personnel? 
 
Amendments IV & V: Would you like government acting in an official capacity to be 
able to search and seize people or property without a warrant (court order) and deprive 
them and you of liberty and property without due process at law?  If not, would you 
forfeit equality and subject others to such a rule but not yourself? 
 



Amendment VI:  Do you believe those accused of wrongdoing should have a right to a 
speedy public trial by an impartial jury with defense counsel/representation before being 
stripped of their liberty, property, and/or life?  Do you believe such a right might be 
interpreted or understood as the basis for any statutes of limitation on filing civil suits, 
complaints to regulatory bodies, and/or criminal complaints? 
 
Amendment VII: Do you think a dispute worth $20 or more should be settled by trial by 
jury? 
 
Amendment VIII: Do you believe anyone should be subjected to cruel and unusual 
punishment? 
 
Amendment IX: Do you believe people have more rights than that enumerated in the 
constitution?   
 
Amendment X: Do you believe the federal government has the authority to regulate the 
states?  Do you understand that a constitutional violation by a state can result in that state 
being sued in federal court as well as a constitutional violation by the federal 
government/legislative branch can result in a state suing the federal government with the 
US Supreme Court as the potential final decision-maker regarding the constitutional 
fitness of a given act? 
 
It is my hope you will discuss the Bill of Rights with your loved ones this Independence 
Day and every Independence Day to further appreciate why we celebrate on the 4th of 
July.  #FirstAmendmentRevolution.   
 
For those interested in starting #TaoFu Self-Defense Exercises, please see 
https://www.cope.church/taofu.htm and begin at any time. 
   
There are opportunities to send messages, receive mystery bonus blessings, and more 
with or without donating available now on our "Pass the Basket" page at 
https://www.cope.church/basket.htm .  Thank You. 
 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  John 8:32 KJV  Willful 
blindness is an abomination. 
 
COPE accepts Feedback, critical and complimentary.  Learn more at 
https://www.cope.church/feedback.htm .  For the sake of keeping myself and others 
humble, a sense of humor is welcome on all sides. 
 

For More About COPE and the HEAL Mission, see: 
 

https://www.cope.church   and   https://www.heal-online.org 


