
A Sermon on Relative Vulnerability 
Sermon by Rev. Minister Angela Smith of COPE for August 7th, 2022 (and beyond) 
 
This is a meditative sermon in the form of a quiz.  You’ll get out of it what you put into 
it. 
 
QUIZ 
 
1.  In 1820 (around 200 years ago) only 12% of the human population could read and 
write.  Source: https://ourworldindata.org/literacy  Are you more vulnerable or less 
vulnerable than 88% of the human population in 1820? 
 
2.  In 1820 (around 200 years ago) the life expectancy of any individual human on the 
planet was 29 years from birth.  Source: https://learn.age-up.com/blog/a-brief-history-of-
human-longevity/ Are you more vulnerable or less vulnerable than humans in 1820?  
[Hint: The current life expectancy of any individual human on the planet in 2022 is 72.98 
years from birth.  Source: https://www.macrotrends.net/countries/WLD/world/life-
expectancy ] 
  
3.  Would you prefer to live in 1820 with no indoor plumbing, no electricity, while also 
having to grow your own food, make your own clothes, and rely on self-defense for 
survival?  If so, does self-reliance give you the confidence necessary to address fears 
related to corporeal vulnerabilities? 
 
4.  How dependent would you be if you were illiterate?  How deimatic might you become 
to hide your ignorance rather than choose to learn?  Can anyone be brainwashed if 
exposed to every side of every philosophical question and controversial issue? 
 
5.  Indentured servitude replaced the death penalty for even misdemeanors (such as 
stealing 12 cents (or a week’s wages in the late 18th century in England, also known as a 
piece of 8 if 12.5 cents)) in 19th century England.  If you were convicted of a crime in any 
jurisdiction in the world in the 19th century, would you rather get the death penalty or be 
rescued by Christians who see your potential?  Are you as vulnerable as anyone in the 
19th century whether you believe you would commit a crime or not? 
 
6.  In a world with no government but natural law, someone rapes you.  Do you kill them 
before they enslave you?  No law enforcement nor justice system to penalize the rape, 
murder, nor human trafficking. 
 
7.  Do you feel better now? 
 
 
For those interested in starting #TaoFu Self-Defense Exercises, please see 
https://www.cope.church/taofu.htm and begin at any time. 
   



There are opportunities to send messages, receive mystery bonus blessings, and more 
with or without donating available now on our "Pass the Basket" page at 
https://www.cope.church/basket.htm .  Thank You. 
 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  John 8:32 KJV  Willful 
blindness is an abomination. 
 
COPE accepts Feedback, critical and complimentary.  Learn more at 
https://www.cope.church/feedback.htm .  For the sake of keeping myself and others 
humble, a sense of humor is welcome on all sides. 
 

For More About COPE and the HEAL Mission, see: 
 

https://www.cope.church   and   https://www.heal-online.org 


