
A Sermon on Prioritizing Government 
Sermon by Rev. Minister Angela Smith of COPE for July 24th, 2022 (and beyond) 
 
This is a meditative sermon in monologue format.  Whether you are an activist/protestant 
or not, please give it some thought. 
 
MONOLOGUE 
 
Government Representative: Do you have adequate shelter, food, clothing, reliable 
transportation, and are you ready and able to work?  There are 37.2 million Americans 
living in poverty and that’s 3.3 million more than in 2019.  Source: 
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories/poverty-awareness-month.html  There are 
552,830 homeless Americans right now.  Source: 
https://policyadvice.net/insurance/insights/homelessness-statistics/  We need volunteers 
due to budget cuts.  Do you mind working for free?  It will look good on your resume’.  
Did you need something?  Is this a group or individual issue?  If group, how many people 
impacted and is it controversial?  If you don't have time to volunteer, will you donate if 
we champion your cause?  Excuse me, that was inappropriate.  Can I be of any 
assistance?  Oh, you give to the YMCA and enough that you don’t pay taxes as a result of 
the deduction equaling anything you otherwise would owe, you just support their work 
providing shelter, food, clothing, and job placement assistance.  Is this about earmarks?  
If you can't find a job or don't need one, work for free!  We only subsidize if you do it for 
us.  You can always take your chances in the free market if volunteering doesn’t work 
out.  We have to prioritize based on human needs first.  You are welcome to explain to 
your 37.2 million fellow Americans why their immediate emergency needs should be 
second to your cause of the day.  If this is about earmarks, YMCA wouldn’t be necessary 
at all if Planned Parenthood was fully funded.  Do you support universal basic income?  
If we enact universal basic income it will increase the deficit and potentially result in 
cutting social security, section 8 housing assistance, and Medicare.  Depending on the 
increase in the deficit, the value of the dollar may continue to decline causing a rise in 
prices for everything, including basic necessities like shelter, food, and clothing.  In 2072 
(50 years from now) at current inflation rates, the spending power of $1 in 2022 will be 
the same as $3 in 2072.  Source: https://smartasset.com/investing/inflation-calculator  In 
other words, things will cost about 3 times what they do now in 2072.  Can you imagine 
if inflation was worse?  But, at least everyone would have a little spending power 
whether gainfully employed or not.  The alternative is to rely on charity.  Those are all 
just tax shelters for the old boys’ club.  Who do you trust? 
 
END MONOLOGUE  
  
For those interested in starting #TaoFu Self-Defense Exercises, please see 
https://www.cope.church/taofu.htm and begin at any time. 
   
There are opportunities to send messages, receive mystery bonus blessings, and more 
with or without donating available now on our "Pass the Basket" page at 
https://www.cope.church/basket.htm .  Thank You. 



 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  John 8:32 KJV  Willful 
blindness is an abomination. 
 
COPE accepts Feedback, critical and complimentary.  Learn more at 
https://www.cope.church/feedback.htm .  For the sake of keeping myself and others 
humble, a sense of humor is welcome on all sides. 
 

For More About COPE and the HEAL Mission, see: 
 

https://www.cope.church   and   https://www.heal-online.org 


