
A Sermon on Inconvenient Truths 
Sermon by Rev. Minister Angela Smith of COPE for August 27th, 2023 (and beyond) 
 
This sermon is dedicated to my PapaSam (maternal grandfather).  It is a meditative 
sermon in the form of a True (T) or False (F) quiz with answer key at the end. 
 
POP QUIZ 
 
1.  Volcanic eruptions cause climate change and there are over 40 active eruptions now.  
(T/F) 
 
2.  99.82% of all living species on earth are not currently at risk of extinction, 0.18% are 
so at risk.” (T/F) 
 
3.  Species at risk of extinction right now include viruses, bacteria, and molds/fungi.  
(T/F) 
 
4.  Animal remains are used to feed plants, including vegetables.  (T/F) 
 
5.  Plants eat animals.  (T/F) 
 
6.  25% of the world’s carnivorous plants are at risk of extinction. (T/F) 
 
7.  Plants are earth’s dominant life form making up 80% of life on earth while bacteria is 
second most dominant.  (T/F) 
 
8.  63% of animals are carnivores.  (T/F) 
 
9.  5% of all fish species are herbivores, 95% are omnivores and carnivores.  (T/F) 
 
10.  2% of all bird species are herbivores, 98% of birds are omnivores and carnivores.  
(T/F) 
 
11.  Synthetic fertilizers are made from petroleum by-product, which contains animal 
waste and remains.  (T/F) 
 
12.  Petroleum is also known as a fossil fuel and contain fossilized animal remains.  (T/F) 
 
13. Faux leather/vinyl is made from fossil fuel by-product.  (T/F) 
 
14.  50% of insects are herbivores, the rest are omnivores and carnivores.  (T/F) 
 
15.  Most dietary supplements like vitamins are actually dyed petroleum by-products.  
(T/F) 
 



16.  The Attorney General of NY found that 80% of dietary supplements sold at major 
retailers did not contain what was on the label at all.  (T/F) 
 
17.  5% of humans in the world who are 15 years old or older are underweight.  (T/F) 
 
18.  30% of the entire human population of earth is reportedly overweight.  (T/F) 
 
19.  Humans who are overweight have better chance at beating cancer than those that are 
at a healthy weight, and even better chance at beating any disease and surviving surgery 
than anyone who is underweight.  (T/F) 
 
20.  Julian Assange has never been silenced and conflates reduction of continued major 
media interview invitations with censorship.  (T/F) 
 
21.  40-50% of all animal species on earth are parasites and 1/3-1/2 of all parasites are 
currently at risk of extinction making up the majority of endangered species.  (T/F) 
 
ANSWER KEY: 
 
All TRUE.  Sources follow respective question number below. 
 
1. https://www.usgs.gov/programs/VHP/volcanoes-can-affect-climate and 
https://volcano.si.edu/gvp_currenteruptions.cfm  
 
2.  https://naturalhistory.si.edu/education/teaching-resources/paleontology/extinction-
over-time  
 
3.  https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2018/07/180730120340.htm and 
https://fantasticfungi.com/are-fungi-species-going-extinct/ and https://www.news-
medical.net/health/Virus-Eradication-Extinction-and-Elimination-Explained.aspx and 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41579-021-00642-4  
 
4.  https://www.lovethegarden.com/uk-en/article/how-use-bone-meal-fertiliser-
plants#:~:text=First%2C%20it's%20useful%20to%20know,great%20source%20of%20es
sential%20nutrients.  
 
5.  https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/carnivorous-plants-meat-eaters-of-the-plant-
world.html#:~:text=What%20are%20carnivorous%20plants%3F,digesting%20reptiles%2
0and%20small%20mammals.  
 
6.  https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/09/200924101942.htm  
 
7.  https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/plants-are-the-worlds-dominant-life-
form/#:~:text=The%20results%20show%20that%20plants,distant%20second%20at%201
5%20percent.   
 



8.  https://www.science.org/content/article/world-s-first-animal-was-probably-carnivore  
 
9.  https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-4020-9619-
8_58#:~:text=About%205%25%20of%20all%20fish,them%20living%20in%20coral%20
reefs.  
 
10.  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4662324/  
 
11.  https://wearechief.com/blogs/articles/why-petroleum-based-fertilisers-herbicides-
fungicides-insecticides-have-no-place-in-our-food-
system#:~:text=Petrochemical%20fertilisers%20are%20produced%20using,super%20ph
osphate%20and%20potassium%20sulfate and https://context.capp.ca/articles/2020/pirl-
fertilizers/ and https://www.snexplores.org/article/explainer-where-fossil-fuels-come  
 
12.  https://www.snexplores.org/article/explainer-where-fossil-fuels-come  
 
13.  https://www.vinylinfo.org/production/  
 
14.  https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/gardenecologylab/tag/insect-specialists/  
 
15.  https://ecochildsplay.com/2015/03/16/whats-in-your-supplements-petroleum-rocks-
artificial-dyes/   
 
16.  https://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/02/03/new-york-attorney-general-targets-
supplements-at-major-retailers/   
 
17.  https://www.who.int/data/gho/indicator-metadata-registry/imr-details/370  
 
18.  https://www.nbcnews.com/better/diet-fitness/whole-world-getting-fatter-new-survey-
finds-n115811   
 
19.  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5830139/  and 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4401726/ and 
https://healthland.time.com/2011/11/22/why-are-thinner-people-more-likely-to-die-after-
surgery/ .   
 
20.  https://www.theguardian.com/media/2023/may/04/julian-assange-us-justice-
department-wikileaks  and https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/julian-
assange-the-rolling-stone-interview-234403/ and 
https://www.cnn.com/2021/01/15/media/wikileaks-julian-assange/index.html  and 
https://youtu.be/SpXbgx4hnlc (Democracy Now) and https://youtu.be/5Sp5IY9jZ_8 
(CBS “60 Minutes") and https://ew.com/article/2016/08/06/bill-maher-julian-assange-
trump-hack-clinton-donation/  (Real Time with Bill Maher on HBO), etc…. 
 
21. https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/09/science/parasites-global-
warming.html#:~:text=Forty%20to%2050%20percent%20of,also%20considered%20to%



20be%20parasitic and https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/parasites-are-
going-extinct-heres-why-we-need-to-save-
them#:~:text=Nearly%20half%20of%20all%20known,to%20a%20third%20could%20dis
appear  
 
Please, spread the word. 
 
 
For those interested in starting #TaoFu Self-Defense Exercises, please see 
https://www.cope.church/taofu.htm and begin at any time.   
 
There are opportunities to send messages, receive mystery bonus blessings, and more 
with or without donating available now on our "Pass the Basket" page at 
https://www.cope.church/basket.htm . Thank You.  
 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." John 8:32 KJV Willful 
blindness is an abomination.  
 
COPE accepts Feedback, critical and complimentary. Learn more at 
https://www.cope.church/feedback.htm . For the sake of keeping myself and others 
humble, a sense of humor is welcome on all sides. 


