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STATEMENT OF BELIEFS: 
 
Luke 17:21 "The Kingdom of God is within you".  It is COPE Ministries’ belief that that is 
the Christian way of saying "Namaste" or that the divine in Jesus recognizes the divine in you 
and that every human being is in him/herself a temple or church with direct access to God 
and equal to all other human beings in the eyes of God aligned with the teaching of 14th 
Century England's Priest John Ball who was inspired by John Wycliffe, both of whom 
inspired the protestant religious movement which our church is honoring and revolutionizing 
for the 21st Century and beyond. 
 
COPE Ministries serves God (Hydrogen intuited and/or imagined as the Absolute TRUTH 
and All Virtues Combined in a perpetual, universal, and perfect heroic abstract archetype to 
inspire all people of good faith to good works and that understanding of God is in part 
derived from Sufism which recognizes Jesus Christ as a prophet [defined by Oxford 
Languages dictionary via Google as “a person regarded as an inspired teacher or proclaimer 
of the will of God” so not a prognosticator/fortune-teller/etc] of God). 
 
Rev. Angela Smith-Glover’s Individual Personal Beliefs: 
 
I believe that The Holy Bible is an inspired work, written by men of good faith, and 
subject to interpretation.  My own beliefs are most aligned with the Wycliffe Bible, King 
James Version and Revised Standard Version. 
 
I believe that God is Hydrogen.  [Ephesians 5:26-27, Genesis 6-9, Exodus 17:6, Isaiah 
44:3, John 4:14, John 7:37-39, Psalms 84:11, etc]  Hydrogen is older than the universe, 
made up the first atoms, communicates through electromagnetic frequencies, bonds all 
DNA, keeps a record of all, has healing properties, makes up 73% of the sun, and life 
wouldn’t exist without Hydrogen.  Hydrogen is all places at once in terms of being part 
of all living things including Jesus.   
 
63% of human atoms are hydrogen atoms and I acknowledge the divinity of Jesus in 
relation thereto.  I strongly believe in free will and personal responsibility.  I do not wish 
Jesus to suffer or have suffered on my account and accept my own suffering.  I feel actual 
suffering (i.e. arthritis, being hit by a Peterbilt truck, etc) is not prevented by Jesus’ 
sacrifice and that such is self-evident where stating he is responsible for my suffering or 
alleviation of same is unfair at best.  I do believe that what doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger.  I also believe that it is not uncommon for people to be mistakenly declared 
dead and this is even more so the case the further back historically one studies.  In 
addition, Jesus was on sedatives, namely spikenard or was bathed in them.  [John 12:3-8] 
“A hexane extract of spikenard contained a lot of calarene, and its vapor inhalation had a 
sedative effect on mice.” Source: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18404340/  I believe 
in celebrating Jesus’ life and that Jesus lives, but didn’t die though was likely mistakenly 



declared dead when just sedated.  It is possible for someone to be in a drug-medically 
induced coma for three days and it depends largely on the patient’s condition.   
 
I believe I have a direct relationship with God/Hydrogen and that Jesus did and/or does as 
well. 
 
I believe God is Love and/or Charite (Wycliffe).  [1 John 4:8, Middle English "Charite" 
is defined as: "The supreme virtue of Love or Charity according to Christian doctrine, 
comprising affection, devotion, benevolence, kindness, mercy, gratitude as between God 
and human, and, human and human.”]  I accept the definition of Love provided in 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7.  I believe life and love would not exist without Hydrogen and 
Hydrogen is love.  I also believe it contradicts the New International Version where it 
claims God doesn’t keep a record of wrongs in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 to suggest some 
wrathful penalizing of humanity.  It fails to fully reconcile the New Testament with the 
Old Testament to deny the second coming of Jesus happened in 536 AD/CE per the 
record written by John of Ephesus.  It also fails to recognize that John of Ephesus was 
alive in 536 CE/AD, often cited as the worst year to be alive, largely due to a mysterious 
fog that plunged much of the world into darkness for 18 months. This fog was caused by 
a massive volcanic eruption, likely in Iceland, that sent ash and dust into the atmosphere, 
significantly reducing sunlight and causing a "volcanic winter".  It is that event that was 
the basis of The Book of Revelation, which isn’t a prophecy/prediction, but a record of a 
current event at the time recorded by John of Ephesus used to reinforce the 
criminalization of ritual human sacrifice.     
 
I am thankful to be alive and love life.  I know with Hydrogen all things are possible and 
accept that the Holy Bible and historical philosophers of all stripes including Martin 
Buber felt the Prime Mover/God hadn’t been identified at the time of their writings. 
[Matthew 19:26]   
 
I believe suffering caused by natural disasters is never intended to punish and recognize 
them as just opportunities to overcome adversity through good works in good faith. 
[Matthew 5:43-45]  I do not see God as punitive, but seeks to challenge and strengthen 
us. 
 
I believe the Jews (specifically the Israelites) in scripture at times practiced human 
sacrifice as well as idolatry [Exodus 32: Golden Calf while Moses was on the mountain 
preparing the 10 commandments as God’s law denouncing idolatry and human sacrifice 
with commandments 1 and 6 expressly] and that particularly Abraham and his son Isaac 
demonstrate this waywardness.  Abraham himself believes it is God's will that he kill his 
son at a volcano/mountain and offer him as a burnt offering to appease the volcano that 
has been idolized and improperly deified.  [Genesis 22:1-19]  Such a sacrifice is not in 
the service of God, but misguided at best.  The Romans and later Christians following the 
lead of Moses sought to ban such sacrifices and unite with one God who is universal and 
not local deified idols.  In order to show mercy to the misguided idolaters/anyone 
engaging in human sacrifice to appease any imagined deity, the Romans and Christians 
simply outlawed human sacrifice.  As the message of Christianity spread, the purpose of 



identifying Jesus as the sole begotten son of God was to reconcile with the story of 
Abraham and Isaac.  It is as if to say to the unsophisticated, superstitious, ignorant, and 
misguided peoples who practiced idolatry which at times to appease or garner favor from 
the idols involved sacrificing other humans including their own children, God doesn't like 
that and wants it to stop.  That's where 536 AD and the worst year to live due to a 
volcanic eruption resolves all of it for those who may still have been clinging to their 
unsophisticated, superstitious, ignorant, and misguided practices such as human sacrifice.  
Human sacrifice was widely practiced around the world for thousands of years before the 
rise of Islam and Christianity, which provides/provided a bridge to the Age of 
Enlightenment/Reason and/or modernity.  Since the rise of Islam and Christianity the rate 
of ritual human sacrifice has vastly declined. John of Ephesus was 29 years old when he 
wrote The Book of Revelation based on that volcanic eruption.  So, it becomes clear to 
me anyway that the eruption in 536 AD is used to establish fully that it was wrong to 
sacrifice Jesus and also provided to the idolaters an example of God’s wrath because 536 
AD caused basically 18 months of darkness for most of the earth.  I feel the message is 
"Once and for all, God does not want you to kill and certainly not each other.  You 
stupidly sacrificed his prophet and son Jesus.  And, you believe volcanic eruptions are 
stopped by human sacrifice, but we're telling you they cause it.  If you don't stop, there 
will be endless dark ages."  But, that's my understanding and how I see it.  I believe Jesus 
as a symbol represents the last sacrifice and a message to all given the eruption in 536 
AD that for everyone’s sake, to avoid angering God, there will be no further ritual human 
sacrifices as it violates the 6th Commandment to do so.  In that sense, I see Jesus as a 
savior to all who may have otherwise been sacrificed to prevent God’s wrath in the form 
of natural disasters or gain God’s favor in the form of fruitful harvests or any idol 
misguidedly believed to require human sacrifice for appeasement or blessings. 
 
Jesus forgave those engaging in human sacrifice because they were ignorant.  [Luke 
23:34]  He expressly forgives the murderer and the thief.  I believe the murderer forgiven 
was an idolater arrested for sacrificing humans to an idol violating the 6th commandment.  
In 97 BC/BCE the Roman Senate outlawed human sacrifice, including ritual human 
sacrifice.  Jesus also opposed human sacrifice and many times children were the victims 
where such was practiced.  “Matthew 18:6 King James Version (KJV) But whoso shall 
offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”  Would it 
offend you to be symbolically and/or actually killed in the name of any deity?  It seems to 
me Jesus would be okay with being misunderstood in terms of the meaning of his death 
in full context, if it saved others from being ritualistically murdered or maimed.  It does 
appear to have that affect even when read as the intended final ritual human sacrifice that 
angered God causing the 536 AD volcanic eruption hoping to put an end to the practice 
by establishing historical evidence that ritual human sacrifice is not in the service of God, 
but rather offends. 
 
Ritual human sacrifice was practiced by the vast majority of humans around the globe 
prior to the rise of Islam and Christianity.  It was practiced in Europe, Asia (India and 
China), Egypt, Israel, Africa, and parts of Russia (particularly the Ukraine and Slavic 
nations).  The Aztecs and Mayans, as just two examples, also practiced ritual human 



sacrifice in the Americas.  But for the greatest story ever told, ritual human sacrifice may 
still be widespread.   
 
In the 21st century (as recently as 2023 according to cited sources) Sub-Saharan Africa, 
particularly Uganda, is one place where children have been abducted and killed for 
ritualistic purposes linked to beliefs about wealth and good fortune, according to NBC 
News. Similar cases have been reported in countries like Sierra Leone, Liberia, Tanzania, 
Nigeria, South Africa, and Zimbabwe. 
 
In India human sacrifice continues to be practiced in some communities despite being 
outlawed and is often tied to superstitious beliefs and rituals meant to bring about good 
harvests. Sources: https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna36167424 and 
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/interactive-human-sacrifices-in-india-over-the-
years-1154106.html  and https://worldhope.org/stopchildsacrifice/  
 
As a result of this reality, I still recognize Christianity and Islam as very important 
bridges to modernity and reason, for those living wholly unsophisticated, superstitious, 
ignorant, and misguided lifestyles, particularly those engaging in ritual human sacrifice.  
This is also why I appreciate secular law and governance as well as limits on freedom of 
religion.   I also appreciate liberal interpretations of freedom of speech and expression. 
 
Simplified, the main message of the Holy Bible is “Thou shalt not kill”.  God doesn’t like 
it when Cain kills Abel.  To reinforce the 6th Commandment, God shows Cain mercy by 
exiling him rather than sentencing him to death.  [Genesis 4, Cain is exiled to the land of 
Nod, east of Eden]  God doesn’t like that Abraham was going to sacrifice Isaac to a 
deified/idolized volcano.  We are all God’s children [Deuteronomy 14: 1-2] and as such 
none of us are to be sacrificed.  Jesus was God’s child too.  Jesus was sacrificed.  And, 
then he metaphorically returned as a volcanic eruption that threw most of the world into 
18 months of darkness as recorded by John of Ephesus.  I believe converting misguided 
people who practice(d) idolatry and human sacrifice to believe this to be literally true in 
all respects, saved and may continue to save lives.  Either way, in 2025 there is no 
country in the world where homicide is not a crime.  So, I appreciate that officially the 
ban on human sacrifice has gone global regardless of storefront and cultural influences.  
Idolatry however is alive and well and practiced by many who identify as Christians 
though celebrate his sacrifice over his lifestyle leadership. I also believe regardless of 
storefront or cultural influences, idolatry is the root cause of religious extremism. 
 
Beyond the above, many early Christians and potentially some now, particularly 
Calvinists and Jesuits, believe God wants human sacrifice but in a more symbolic way 
through genital mutilation (AKA circumcision) at birth that the child may or may not 
survive with no intent to kill, just to do something ignorant and misguided that doesn’t 
involve a full ritual human sacrifice that ends in death.  And, such is tolerated.  Albania is 
the only country in the world that has outlawed both homicide and circumcision (1967).  
Albania has a low HIV rate, overall lower STI rate, and greater knowledge of the risks 
associated with unprotected sex than their counterparts in Italy.  Sources: 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7225650/ and 



https://www.jidc.org/index.php/journal/article/download/40305537/3631  Only 0.001% 
of Albanian men ever develop penile cancer.  Source: 
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/penile-cancer/about/key-statistics.html   If you agree 
that genital mutilation of all children, regardless of gender, should also be outlawed in the 
US, please sign the petition https://chng.it/7MbXDLVVwy for goodness sake.  There is 
no historical nor archeological evidence that human sacrifice was ever practiced in 
Albania.  So, I do see ritual human sacrifice, symbolic or otherwise, as wrong and 
support all efforts in good faith to stop it while respecting efforts to meet the 
unsophisticated, superstitious, ignorant, and misguided halfway with the greatest story 
ever told.  It is also clear that in an attempt to be inclusive, converts that formerly 
practiced human sacrifice before conversion may have contributed to scripture and/or any 
misinterpretation of same given their historical perspective and rudimentary 
understanding overall. 
 
Returning to Hydrogen being God, I quote “Without them [Hydrogen bonds], all wooden 
structures would collapse, cement would crumble, oceans would vaporize, and all living 
things would disintegrate into inanimate matter.”  Source: “An Introduction to Hydrogen 
Bonding” by George A.  Jeffrey.  In addition, an anagram for Hydrogen is Hedon Gyr 
and translates to endless pleasure.   
 
“From astronomer Harlow Shapley: "Some piously record 'In the beginning God', but I 
say 'In the beginning hydrogen'", highlighting hydrogen as the first element from the Big 
Bang, the building block of everything, contrasting it with a divine creator. Another 
perspective, used by some theologians, likens God to Hydrogen, the most abundant 
element, spreading everywhere like "living water," while some modern spiritual views 
refer to molecular hydrogen as the "God Molecule".” 
 
The above constitutes my sincere and actual statement of beliefs, though not all-inclusive 
for the sake of brevity. 
 
For the record, I am heterosexual and respect the law including Freedom of Religion. 
 
BYLAWS: 
 
1.  No rapists allowed and anyone committing rape will be turned into law enforcement.  
Victims will be believed, supported, and comforted.  Rapists will find no sanctuary nor 
absolution here. 
 
2.  No human traffickers allowed and anyone committing human trafficking (for sex or labor) 
will be reported to law enforcement and/or find themselves on the Mission Watch-List. 
 
3.  No fraud is allowed and anyone committing fraud (deception for the purpose of vicious 
gain) will be reported to law enforcement and/or find themselves on the Mission Watch-List. 
 
4.  Hypocrites are welcome, but, may not appreciate our commitment to Truth and Virtue and 
are as welcome to leave as they are to stay. 
 



5.  Volunteers who wish to officially establish themselves as churches will need to agree to 
all bylaws before being ordained.  Said agreement will be implied in accordance with the 
certification requirements at https://www.cope.church/certification.htm Those volunteers will 
then need to officially incorporate their own church officially with the state to be recognized 
at law as a church, but, COPE Ministries recognizes that without the secular government 
documentation. 
 
6.  Volunteers of in-kind contributions described at https://www.cope.church/givetoday.pdf 
are eligible for a tax receipt for their contributions and if not provided but earned, can contact 
rev@cope.church before filing.  All gifts to the church are tax-deductible.  Appreciation is 
always implied and often expressed at https://www.cope.church/fellowship.htm . 
 
7.  Minister Angela Smith has taken a vow of poverty and the church covers all modest living 
expenses to serve God and help heal 24/7.   
 
8.  #TaoFu Defense classes or courses will not be mandatory, but, are recommended for all 
congregants.  You do not want to interact with those who seek assistance, goodwill, or 
Christian charity nor often those who provide it without some experience in #TaoFu Defense.  
#TaoFu Defense is when you call upon the correct Virtue to combat the Vice currently 
tempting you to Vice.  Many Vices tempt everyone to the Vice of Wrath.  So, it's important 
for the sake of justice, peace, and harmony that people exercise #TaoFu even if calling it 
something else.  You don't have to call it #TaoFu.   
 
9.  Since everyone is equal, you cannot expect more of anyone else than you expect of 
yourself with consideration to variables, challenges, obstacles, and who is legally or 
otherwise responsible for addressing those issues.  And, when contemplating this bylaw, ask 
yourself "If I became wealthy, would I give to someone in my current actual position what 
I'm asking others to give to me right now?  What would it take for me to say "yes"?  That's 
often your answer."  COPE Ministries is committed to total social equality. 
 
10.  Clean up after yourself.  Volunteers and Minister Angela Smith are not a maid service.  
We do and/or will provide places to learn, eat, interact, and do good works in good faith.  
But, everyone who is exercising Virtue effectively will be diligent and responsible in at least 
doing their part unless actually physically incapable and in need of assistance as a result of 
legitimate disability.  Like, if Stephen Hawking were to be a congregant and spilled juice or 
wine, Minister Angela Smith would be happy to clean that up.  But, if you have working 
appendages and can wipe your own rear after using the toilet, then, you can throw away 
paper plates, cups, or rinse a dish you've used in self-service where the refreshments were 
provided.  That's not asking too much of you.  If you've fallen temporarily ill and honestly 
aren't up to it and have to leave a service, meeting, or soup kitchen meal because you are sick 
in the moment, then likely someone else will be happy to clean up after you and hope you 
pay that forward when someone else gets sick. 
 
11.  Regarding in person church events and services, the following will apply and be 
enforced.  With church/theater service, performance first (sermons, vignettes, plays, etc) and 
a 15-minute intermission with invitation to stay for the Vices vs. Virtues Discussion or return 
home.  Everyone is free to leave at anytime, but is asked to be respectful and not disruptive.  
Everyone is always welcome to provide feedback or commentary on church services. 
 



 
This represents the core beliefs and bylaws for the Church Of Philosophical Exploration 
(COPE) Ministries perpetually.  The beliefs and bylaws may be added to or edited at which 
time we will post an updated version. [Edited and amended last December 13th, 2025.] 


