
A Sermon on Bingo, Raffles, and Lotteries 
Sermon by Rev. Minister Angela Smith of COPE for January 23rd, 2022 (and beyond) 
 
Many churches hold casino nights, bingo tournaments, and even raise funds with raffles.  
The casino nights are the most questionable (or #TaoFu funny) even if done for charity 
because no one is guaranteed to win at some of the games such as roulette.  Card games 
are arguably the most ethical given someone will definitely win, but it could be the dealer 
depending on game and rules (i.e. Black Jack vs. Poker).  And, if a House of God always 
wins, most would be uncomfortable to complain if a congregant of that institution 
especially where it is supposed to be just for fun to raise money for charity. 
 
Bingo tournaments are better because one of the congregants will definitely win the 
grand prize each time and many will win lesser prizes depending on rules of the 
tournament and prize categories.  Bingo is similar to raffles in guaranteeing someone will 
win.  With some games, there are no guarantees anyone will win anything.  Government 
run lotteries are one such example.  Where the church often guarantees a winner, the 
government makes no such guarantee. 
 
Take Powerball, for example.  You could guarantee yourself to win every time you play 
by buying 26 tickets and choosing 1 through 26 as the Powerball on one set of each of the 
26 sets of numbers until all possible Powerballs are represented on your ticket.  If playing 
with both add-ons (PowerPlay and DoublePlay) and buying 26 sets of numbers that will 
cost you $104 per drawing.  There are 156 Powerball Drawings per year and 
guaranteeing you win something every drawing is going to cost you $16,224 annually.  
But, you should get a minimum of $8 (matched the Powerball + 2x multiplier with 
PowerPlay) in winnings each drawing which means a minimum payout of $1,248 per 
year.  But, if you play one set of numbers with a single Powerball choice the odds are in 
your favor of winning 6 times per year out of 156 total drawings.  The good news is that 
buying lottery tickets puts money into the general fund, which covers costs of wards of 
the state who’ve been found incompetent at law and/or unable to care for themselves 
responsibly.  And, the better news is that those who itemize on income tax returns can 
deduct the losses.  “You may deduct gambling losses only if you itemize your deductions 
on Schedule A (Form 1040) and kept a record of your winnings and losses. The amount 
of losses you deduct can't be more than the amount of gambling income you reported on 
your return. Claim your gambling losses up to the amount of winnings, as "Other 
Itemized Deductions.""  Source: https://www.irs.gov/taxtopics/tc419  In other words 
“IRS rules for gambling losses apply to lottery tickets. The cost of those tickets can be 
taken as an itemized deduction to offset any kind of gambling winnings -- lotteries, horse 
racing, cards, et cetera. But if there are no winnings, there‘s no deduction."  Source: 
https://www.accountingweb.com/tax/individuals/when-lottery-tickets-are-deductible  
 
Do you know how many Americans play the lottery in the US?  28% of Americans play 
government lotteries in the USA. Source: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/who-buys-
lottery-tickets-those-who-can-least-afford-them/  28% of the US population (329,500,000 
as of December 23rd, 2021) is 92,260,000.  So, all 92,260,000 who enter and play have 
the same chance to win with often the same passion for doing so.  This is why we should 



all be happy when someone wins any government lottery jackpot.  It isn’t guaranteed to 
happen, but it could and often does for someone who hoped it would or put all their faith 
in it as a retirement plan.  But, from some perspectives paying into the government 
general fund as an additional tax with potential benefits to ticket-holders depending on 
results of drawings and/or competency hearings seems dystopian if the odds are more 
likely to become a ward of the state than independently wealthy as a result of creative 
taxation.  And, a reasonable person of average intelligence should be able to recognize it 
for what it is, and feel good to contribute to the government general fund with earmarks 
for education and social programs, whether they win anything or not, while having fun in 
the process, making it all worth the price of participation. 
 
And, I suppose since the correct corresponding virtue is charity when responding to the 
vice of greed, both the church and state have a #TaoFu system on that one.  But, you are 
more likely to win in church though the prizes aren’t up to $400 million per tournament 
or fundraiser.  Shouldn’t AC/DC be playing in the background here?  Check 
#HonoraryChoir on Twitter to complete sermon tonight. 
 
For those interested in starting #TaoFu Self-Defense Exercises, please see 
https://www.cope.church/taofu.htm and begin at any time. 
   
There are opportunities to send messages, receive mystery bonus blessings, and more 
with or without donating available now on our "Pass the Basket" page at 
https://www.cope.church/basket.htm .  Thank You. 
 
"And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."  John 8:32 KJV  Willful 
blindness is an abomination. 
 
COPE accepts Feedback, critical and complimentary.  Learn more at 
https://www.cope.church/feedback.htm .  For the sake of keeping myself and others 
humble, a sense of humor is welcome on all sides. 
 

For More About COPE and the HEAL Mission, see: 
 

https://www.cope.church   and   https://www.heal-online.org 


